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Upcoming Events

December 2016

2 – Last Day of ASA

5-9 – Inclusive Schools’ Week

5 – DARE

6 – 4th Grade Field Trip – Udvar Hazy

7 – Yearbook Candid's & Clubs

8 – WordMasters’ Test #1, 8:15 a.m.

8 – Chorus Concert, 6:30 p.m.

10 – USTMA Kids Fun Night, 6-10 p.m.

13 – PTA Meeting, 7:00 p.m.

14 – Interims Sent Home

14 – 4th/5th Grade Geo. Bee, 9:15 a.m.

14 – PTA/Staff Cookie Exchange

16 – Simpson Chorus Performance, 8:30 a.m.

21 – Winter/Holiday Sing Along, 8:45 a.m.

21 – Winter Parties for 1, 3, 4, & 5, 1:30 p.m.

Winter Party for 2nd, 10:30 a.m. 

Winter Parties for Kindergarten, 9:30 a.m., 

1:30 p.m.

22 – Winter Break Begins

Jan. 3 – Classes Resume

See On-Line Calendar for Additional 

Activity Dates and Times

Dear Parents and Students,

It has been an incredible month at Sycolin Creek!  Without a doubt, 

the highlight of November was American Education Week!  On behalf 

of the students and staff at Sycolin Creek Elementary School, I’d like 

to thank the 550 parents and community members who joined us in 

celebrating this week-long event.  The students spent time preparing 

skits, artwork, poetry, recitals, movies, STEM activities, technology 

slides and much more for your enjoyment. We hope that you will 

come again. Your support is greatly appreciated.

Another highlight of the month was the annual Veterans Day 

Assembly.  With the help of our music teachers, Mrs. Cassada and 

Mr. Blanks, all of our students learned songs to honor our veterans.  

More than 70 veterans were represented whose service to our 

country spanned from World War II to the present.  Children, 

grandchildren, and other members of the student body worked 

diligently to prepare a slide show, art display and poetry presentation 

to honor their relatives and all of our service men and women.     

In addition, if you have not had the opportunity to join our PTA, which 

works tirelessly to provide many activities for our students throughout 

the year, we would love to have you as a member.  Please contact 

the office for more information about joining the PTA.  Best wishes for 

a happy and healthy holiday season.

Sincerely,   

Derek Racino

If due to a disability, you need assistance to enable you to participate meaningfully in any activity at 

Sycolin Creek Elementary, please contact Derek Racino at 571-252-2910, 

at least five working days prior to the event.

Principal’s Corner

THE
21100 Evergreen Mills Road 

Leesburg, Virginia 20175

571.252.2910

Home of the

Salamanders



Sports Shorts!! P.E. Highlights

Congratulations P.E. Star Students for the month of 

November:

5th grade – Porter Moore & Ashnah Salhi

4th grade – John Myers & Addison Partlow

3rd grade – Anderson Underwood & Halliday Fulcher

2nd grade – Mitchell Vickrey & Lindsey Armitage

1st grade – Oliver Schassler & Lily Gibson

The Star Salamander Classes for the month of November are

Miss Bowns’ 1st grade and Mrs. Bowman’s 4th grade classes. 

MSAAC Committee Information

MSAAC, The Minority Student 

Achievement Advisory Committee, 

works in partnership with Loudoun 

County Public Schools staff, parents, 

and community to further academic, 

social, and cultural development of 

every student and to ensure that the 

needs of all minority students are met.  

The group meets at the LCPS Admin. 

building on the third Wednesday of the 

month at 7:00 p.m. All meetings are 

open to the public.  The upcoming  

agenda and the minutes of previous 

meetings are posted on the school 

system website at www.lcps.org under 

the “School Board” button, and 

“Committees” selection option.  No 

meeting in December.

THE READING NOOK

Winter Reading Tips from the Reading Teachers

There are many ways to encourage your child to read over the 

winter break.  Here are a few ideas to get you started:

 Have a winter/holiday reading night where family members 

read aloud their favorite seasonal book.

 When visiting family over the holidays, have your child read to 

a relative.

 Take time out from the busy season to plan a relaxing visit to 

the library to pick out new books.

 If you’re taking a long car trip, you can play word games, or 

you can create your own story with each person adding to the 

story as you go along.

 Remember that not all reading occurs between the pages of a 

book.  Reading practice can occur when reading the 

restaurant menu, game instructions on the new video game 

they received, reading the recipes to an adult when doing 

holiday baking, etc.

 i-Pad apps- Here are a couple of apps that can help with 

reading comprehension:  

o   Aesop’s Quest

o   MiniMod Reading for Details

o   Professor Garfield Fact or Opinion

Outstanding Teacher Award

Each year the Washington Post sponsors the Agnes Meyer 

Outstanding Teacher Award.  This award was established to 

recognize teachers who exemplify excellence in their profession.  

The public is invited to nominate teachers for this award.  The 

deadline for the nomination is December 19, 2016.  A nomination 

form is included in this newsletter and there are additional copies in 

the main office.  Please consider nominating one of our wonderful 

staff members!

News from SEARCH 

Hello, my name is Maura Dennen and I 

am delighted to be the new SEARCH 

teacher at Sycolin Creek Elementary! I 

service Kindergarten through Grade 4 

and go into your child's class on a bi-

weekly basis for SEARCH lessons.

The SEARCH program is based on 5 

Thinking Keys to encourage and 

strengthen our brainpower.

The Five Thinking Keys are as follows: 

1-Perceiving, 2-Connecting, 3-Creating, 

4-Reasoning, and 5-Evaluating.

I have been enjoying getting to know 

the students and working with them. I 

look forward to a wonderful year of 

challenging the minds of our talented 

students. 

I can be reached at 

Maura.Dennen@lcps.org

http://www.lcps.org/
mailto:Maura.Dennen@lcps.org


Music News

November was an exciting month in the Music Room!  We started off with Veterans Day.  The students did a 

great job singing in the Veterans Day program.   I was very proud of all the students, especially the Sycolin

Creek Singers.  Many thanks to the parents who volunteered to help set up and decorate the school!!  We then 

worked on songs about Thanksgiving and the upper grades focused on the Major and Minor Scales, while 

second grade played singing games and first grade learned rhythms.  

In December, first and second grade will be focusing on the music and story of Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker and 

third graders will continue singing and learning to read music.  The Sycolin Creek Singers are getting ready for 

their first concert on December 8th.  All students will be experiencing the music of Tchaikovsky and preparing 

for the Holiday Sing-a-long on Wednesday, December 21st.

Also in December, fourth and fifth grade will be reviewing time signatures, rhythms and partner songs.  Fifth 

graders will be using their recorders in music classes each day, please make sure that your child has their 

recorder with them each music class.  

Our Rock Star Music Classes for November are:

1st Grade – Mrs. Diehl; 2nd Grade – Mrs. Donnally; 3rd Grade – Mr. Chianese; 4th Grade – Mrs. Bowman; 

and 5th Grade – Mrs. Dahnert

Congratulations to these classes for showing Rock Star behavior in the month of November!

Reflections Event

Sycolin Creek’s PTA Reflections Event was a huge success!  We would like to thank everyone that participated.  

Below is the list of students that won a category.  Great job! 

• Primary Division - Literature Category: Dexter Grenke

• Primary Division - Photography Category: Axton Scott

• Intermediate Division - Literature Category: Rahul Patel

• Intermediate Division - Photography Category: Wyatt Grenke

• Intermediate Division - Music Composition: Om Shah

The winners will move forward to the Hunt District REFLECTIONS 

contest in December. 



Art News

We are having a great year in the Art room.  I can't believe it is already December.  We've been working on 3D 

paper sculpture and you will begin to see your students come home with some very creative work. I am very 

proud of them.

I am already looking ahead to when I will start weaving with many of the grade levels.  If anyone has ribbons, 

raffia, string, etc that could be incorporated into a weaving we are looking for donations.  No need to buy anything, 

we just want bits and pieces that people are looking to pass along.

In addition, The National Arts Education Association came up with the 10 lessons the Arts teach that I wanted to 

share.

10 Lessons the Arts Teach

1. The arts teach children to make good judgments about qualitative relationships.  Unlike much of the curriculum 

in which correct answers and rules prevail, in the arts, it is judgment rather than rules that prevail.

2. The arts teach children that problems can have more than one solution and that questions can have more than 

one answer.

3. The arts celebrate multiple perspectives.  One of their large lessons is that there are many ways to see and 

interpret the world.

4. The arts teach children that in complex forms of problem solving purposes are seldom fixed, but change with 

circumstance and opportunity. Learning in the arts requires the ability and a willingness to surrender to the 

unanticipated possibilities of the work as it unfolds.

5. The arts make vivid the fact that neither words in their literal form nor numbers exhaust what we can know. The 

limits of our language do not define the limits of our cognition.

6. The arts teach students that small differences can have large effects.  The arts traffic in subtleties.

7. The arts teach students to think through and within a material.  All art forms employ some means through which 

images become real.

8. The arts help children learn to say what cannot be said.  When children are invited to disclose what a work of 

art helps them feel, they must reach into their poetic capacities to find the words that will do the job.

9. The arts enable us to have experience we can have from no other source and through such experience to 

discover the range and variety of what we are capable of feeling.

10. The arts' position in the school curriculum symbolizes to the young what adults believe is important.

SOURCE: Eisner, E. (2002). The Arts and the Creation of Mind, In Chapter 4, What the Arts Teach and How It 

Shows. (pp. 70-92). Yale University Press. Available from NAEA Publications. NAEA grants reprint permission for 

this excerpt from Ten Lessons with proper acknowledgment of its source and NAEA.

The Art Stars of the Month are...

• 1st grade - Miss Bowns

• 2nd grade - Ms. Kulak

• 3rd grade - Miss Beshaw

• 4th grade - Mrs. Bowman

• 5th grade - Mrs. Bigney

Thank you for your continued support of the Sycolin Creek Art program!

Congratulations on all your hard work and good behavior in Art.  Keep it up!



Digital Citizenship – 3rd, 4th, and 5th Grade

3rd, 4th, and 5th grade students participated in our Digital Citizenship program during the months of October and 

November.  Our librarian, Mrs. DiMagno, our guidance counselors, Mrs. Pinckney and Mrs. Pyle, our technology 

teacher, Mrs. Miller, and classroom teachers teamed together to provide instruction based on Common Sense 

Education’s Digital Literacy program.

The purpose of Digital Citizenship is to keep students safe when using technology, and to help students be more 

effective technology users.  The topics that we covered during this unit include:

Privacy – Students learned the difference about what is personal information and private information, and what is 

appropriate and not appropriate to share on-line.

Communication – Students learned that technology makes it easier to multitask, but also makes it easier to be 

distracted from what is important.  There is a time and a place for technology in our digital world, and using it the 

right way will make us be better friends and students.

Cyberbullying – Cyberbullying is a form of bullying that can occur online or through text messages.  With more 

access to technology, there is more access to cyberbullying.  We discussed ways to identify a cyberbully, what to 

do if being cyberbullied, and how to be an upstander when cyberbullying is witnessed.  There is a “Family Tip 

Sheet” about cyberbullying accompanying this article to help discuss cyberbullying at home.

Credit – Students learned that is necessary to give credit to artists and authors when including their work into 

research and reports that may be used for academic or personal purposes, even if it is easily found on the Internet.

Searching/ Keywords – Students learned that by using keywords they can be effective searchers of information.  

Students discussed strategies to find what they are looking for, as well as how to interpret which information is true 

and valid.

Many of the topics were paired with simulation games to actively engage students and review concepts taught 

relating to Digital Citizenship.  Students’ Digital Passport accounts will remain active for the rest of the school year 

if students wish to repeat a Digital Passport simulation game at home.  Digital Passport can be accessed through 

LCPS Go or by visiting https://www.digitalpassport.org/educator-registration/studentLogin .

Common Sense Media, https://www.commonsensemedia.org/ , is an excellent resource for parents to navigate all 

things digital for their family.  This site rates, educates, and advocates for kids, families, and schools.

There is also more information about Digital Citizenship on our school webpage, http://www.lcps.org/Page/149657.

https://www.digitalpassport.org/educator-registration/studentLogin
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
http://www.lcps.org/Page/149657























